The following articled appeared in CCN March 2006.

Accelerated MEPS move welcomed

he Mirusterial Council on Energy
T {MCE) has endcrsed the proposal

to fast-track the implementalion
uof the second round of Mimmum
Energy Pertormance Standards
{Stage Il MEPS) for single-phase
raom A conditianers,

The proposal was broughl forward
in response Lo a call from several
sy groups inmid 2004,

NCE chairman Shane Holt said the
tguiprenl Fnergy Efhiciency
Conwtitiee IEEET) undertook exensive
consultalion with stakeholders to deter-
mine the mos! cost-effuclive course

Thizancinded releasing several
Remilainry bapact Stalements (RISsi
e Stage I MLPS

Thi» MCE accepted recommenda-
i e bring fonward the implemen
t@hon date of Stage [TMEPS [or single
MEAse air conditinners by 18 mpnths,
froi 1 Oclober 2007 o 1 Apnt 20086

Slate, Territory and New Zealany
qovernment officials will now imple

6 nvasch 2005

ment the requlations o ensure hal
producls manutaclured or imported
into Australia afer 1 Apnl 2008 that
do nol meet these new standards will
ngl be able 1o be sold here

The Air Conditining & Refrigeration
Equipment Manufacturers Association
{AREMAI president Rod King was
delighted with the implementation ol
1he standards

AREMA has been a slrong 5up-
porter of the new single-phase
MEPS program, Kng said

“We were insirumental in
negilialog the new MEPS schedulgs.
winch were acknmyladged by the
then Parhamentary Seceetary for
Fivirgnment as pusning Lhe envelope

“We are maturally pleased to see
g packaye. pul fonsard at the
Katignat Air canditioning Conference
i Sydney in 2004 caming te frudion

“Hawing said 1hal. this expenience
has shawn there 15 a need 10 revise
Ihe MEPS pracedures, (o aliow

MATT CONTROL NEWS

Shane Holt.

Jraater cerainly at an earlier stage
N lhe process

“The Austrahan Greenhouse Ofice
1AGO! has sald that there 15 nolthing
sAcrosanct about the exsting process,
dnd 15 working with oursetves
ALEMA and CESA 1o develop a
revised process [hat will overcome
sorne of the problems that emerged
durmng the last round.”
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