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ARC Board reelected

THE AUSTRALIAN REFRIGERATION Council
(ARC) Board remains unchanged following their
annual general meeting last November, 2009.

Marked by another successful year the
licensing body for the refrigerant industry has
now issued 54,574 handling licenses and
17,362 trading authorisations as of August
2009. Last year the council inspectors carried
out 6000 audits of air conditioning installations
with the declared intention to inspect more
during the current year.

Late in 2009 the ARC conducted a media
campaign to increase awareness amongst
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advertising outlets and to technicians
ensuring any advertising includes the
correct permit number. It is an offence not
to do so.

ARC chair, Mark Padwick remarked “amid the
global credit crisis, CPRS and government-
driven national licencing reforms the ARC has
been about setting the direction and managing
any changes.”

“The adoption of the ARC Strategic Plan
2009-2014 has provided a roadmap for the
future — the underlying theme of which is
delivering improved value.”

AC survey

A SURVEY HAS recently been conducted into
methods and amounts of refrigerant reclaimed
from split-system air conditioners.

The Department of the Environment, Water,
Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) has been asking
all companies and tradespeople who are licensed
by the Australian Refrigeration Council and work
with split-system air conditioners, to fill out the
survey. The survey, on the ARC website closed
on 21st December 2009.

All data collected is anonymous and will be
used to determine how split-systems are being
decommissioned, how much refrigerant is being
recovered from split-system air conditioners and
if there are ways refrigerant could be better
reclaimed from split-system air conditioners;
thus benefiting the environment through less
venting of refrigerant.

DEWHA commissioned a report in 2008 ‘ODS
and SGGs in Australia’, that report estimated that
there is an existing bank of 9,974 tonnes of
refrigerant in residential and light commercial
stationary air conditioners. Annually,
approximately 361 tonnes of refrigerant is
contained in stationary air conditioners that are
approaching their end of life.

The report also highlighted that there is no
evidence of significant recovery of refrigerant
from end of life domestic appliances and,
typically, those appliances will contain
hydrochlorofluorocarbon (HCFCs) or
hydrofluorocarbon (HFCs) refrigerant.

Natfional MEPS takes another beating

IN A MOVE that has stunned retailers, air
conditioning suppliers and their industry group,
AREMA, the South Australian government
announced the strictest air conditioner energy
efficiency laws in the country, with the shortest
compliant timeline introduced.

The new requirements will apply to split
system air conditioners, window-wall units and
ducted refrigerative air conditioners up to 65
kilowatts (kW) in size.

Seen as a purely political move, the legislation
will only save an estimated five per cent from
the current nationally-agreed MEPS. SA receives
less than 10 per cent of the total Australian
market in the affected products.

The new regulations were released on the
17th of December to take effect by 1st January
2010, this provided only two weeks over the
summer shutdown season for suppliers and
retailers to conform to the new laws.

The Air conditioning Refrigeration Equipment
Manufacturers Association (AREMA) industry
group said neither it nor any of its members
were consulted, “this makes the so-called
National Strategy on Energy Efficiency a
complete farce,” an angry president, Bernie
Bugdalski said, “we have a shambles in
Queensland and now a separate schemozzle in

PRODUCT
CATEGORY

Non ducted unitary — all types < 10kW, all phases

Non ducted unitary — all types, 10kW to <19kW, all phases

Non ducted split systems — all types, <4kW all phases

Non ducted split systems — all types, 4kW to <10kW, all phases
Non ducted split systems — all types, 10kW to <19kW, all phases

Ducted systems — all types, <19kW, all phases

All configurations, all types, 19kW to 39kW, all phases
All configurations, all types, >39kW to 65kW, all phases

South Australia.”

“The South Australian effort was concocted
in secret, announced in a letter dated 17
December, to come into effect in 1 January. No
consultation, no nothing - this is simply
disgraceful.”

As of this new year air conditioners not meeting
the new energy efficiency requirement (EER)
regulations cannot be sold to South Australian
retailers (see table). Those retailers will have until
1st July 2010 to clear the remaining stock.

The measure was introduced, according to
the South Australian government, “to assist in
meeting that State’s strategic target to reduce

SA REQUIREMENTS
AT 1 JAN 2010

EER 2.9

EER 2.9

EER 3.4

EER 3.0

EER 3.0

EER 2.9

EER 3.1

EER 2.9

Minimum energy efficiency requirements
for air conditioners sold in South Australia
from 1 January 2010.

South Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions by
60 per cent by 2050.”

Recent revelations report that the real reason
was to reduce the dangerously over-burdened
peak load demand in that state.

Generous calculations done by CCN show that
this costly initiative will only shave at best a
third of one per cent from that peak load. But
only if all affected air conditioners sold in SA
were running 24/7.
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